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Macro learning module 

26th September 2017 

MACRO / CLOSE UP PHOTOGRAPHY 

MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY - DEFINITION 
•  Extreme close up photography 
•  Usually of very small subjects and living organisms like insects 

•  The size of the subject in the photograph is greater than life size 

•  A macro photograph is one in which the size of the subject is life size or greater 

•  Can also include close-up photography of whole object 
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EXAMPLES 

EXAMPLES CONTD. 
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EXAMPLES CONTD. 

EXAMPLES CONTD. 
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EXAMPLES CONTD. 

EXAMPLES CONTD. 
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MACRO PROVIDES DYNAMIC IMAGES BUT… 
•  Depth of field 
•  Focus 

•  Still subject matter 

•  Technically challenging 

•  Software assistance 

DEPTH OF FIELD 
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DEPTH OF FIELD CONTD. 

DEPTH OF FIELD CONTD. 
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DEPTH OF FIELD CONTD. 
•  Free DOF Calculator on-line 

EXAMPLES 

50mm lens + 20mm extension tube f 16 

50mm lens f 2.8 

50mm lens f 16 

50mm lens f 16 50mm lens f 2.8 
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CREATIVE USE OF DEPTH OF FIELD 

EQUIPMENT RANGE 

Extension tubes – available for approximately £30 
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EQUIPMENT RANGE CONTD. 

Bellows – available for approximately £40-50 

EQUIPMENT RANGE CONTD. 

Lighting – Canon Ring Flash Unit £375 
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EQUIPMENT RANGE CONTD. 

Lighting – LED Ring Light £25-30 

EQUIPMENT RANGE CONTD. 

Lighting – Small portable studio £25-30 
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SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 
•  Helicon Focus 
•  Elements+ add-on to Photoshop Elements 

•  Remote control software 

•  Tethered & Wireless 

SAMPLE IMAGES 


